
A group of more than 50 people gathered Saturday to help celebrate our Library's centennial.
As reported by The Citizen, "Library staff, board of trustees members and town and state
officials spoke during the hour-long ceremony, which included a release of a book about the
library's history, the presentation of a time capsule and proclamations from the New Hampshire
Statehouse. Guests included former librarian Michael Sullivan, Association Presidents Paul
Mayerson, Nancy Chapman, and Linda Colombine and Center Harbor Historical Society
President Seth Stearns.

Father David Steffy of the Immaculate Heart School in Center Harbor opened the Ceremony
with a brief benediction, praising the library as a centerpiece of the community and its role in
bringing people together. Trustee Helen Heiner observed how the community has been dedicated
to maintaining the historical integrity of the library while moving ahead with the technology
patrons need and the services patrons want. Selectman Charlie Hanson reflected on the central
place of the library for a young person growing up in Center Harbor. Librarian Jon Kinnaman
spoke to the many people whose giving hand contributed to the life of the library and how they
are united by the vision of a library as a font of culture and enlivened imagination.

Copies of A Viable Service, the recently completed history of the library, were presented to
the Board of Selectmen and the Historical Society. A time capsule of the event was then
presented. Included in the capsule were copies of the library and town histories and records of
the event. To demonstrate changing library practices, a copy of the printed 1991 catalog and a
CD-Rom of the 2010 catalog were added.

In presenting a proclamation from the State Senate, Sen. Deb Reynolds remarked that she
could "really feel the tides of history running through me” as she listened to the remarks. She
added that she believes literacy is the hallmark of a free society and libraries are place where
knowledge and ideas may be traded freely. State Rep. Fran Wendelboe stated that "the town,
trustees and employees are to be commended for taking such good care of the library," and
quipped that "I hope I look as good at 100 as this library." Wendelboe also read a letter from
Gov. John Lynch in which he extended his congratulations and best wishes. As at the dedication
of the library in 1910, the event closed with the song “America”. After the ceremony, guests
gathered on the lawn for strawberry shortcake. Others observed the exhibit of historic materials
inside the library.


