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.   The Maigret Collection features Inspector Jules Maigret, the Parisain detective created 
by novelist Georges Simenon.  Maigret’s insights into the motives behind the crime make 
him one of fiction’s most interesting sleuths. His Gallic appreciation of life view makes 
him one of the most charming.  His investigations range from crimes of passion to thieves 
foaling out to official malfeasance. The Inspector is ably assisted throughout by   three 
loyal colleagues, and is occasionally chided by his nemesis, the Examining Magistrate.  
The twelve episodes, filmed in the 1990s, are of high quality.    The crimes unravel at 
a leisurely pace against a densely textured backdrop of the seedy Parisian demi-monde.  
Michael Gambon is a standout as the droll and humane Inspector Jules Maigret.

As a supporting character in the popular BBC Inspector Morse mysteries, Robbie 
Lewis (Kevin Whately)was dogged  and cheerful sidekick to the irascible More.    As 
Inspector Lewis,  Robbie is now a DCI. Recently widowed, he has lost some of his 
cheer. Being a fish out of water in a university town does not improve his outlook. But 
he remains a dogged and determined cop.  He is aided by his assistant, DC Hathway 
(Laurence Fox), a former collegian who serves as Lewis’ guide to the bewildering ways 
of Oxford.  Whately plays Lewis’ fish-out-of-water persona to a T and Fox proves a 
droll, bemused observer. It is fun to watch this odd couple at work. Combine with some 
intriguing cases and it’s a series well worth watching. 

Dr. Joseph Bell, a physician and early forensic scientist, was the historical person  
on whom Arthur Conan Doyle allegedly based Sherlock Holmes. In Murder Rooms: 
The Dark Beginnings of Sherlock Holmes, Doyle and his mentor unite to solve several 
baffling murder cases in Edinburgh.  As Bell, Ian  Richardson  is a convincing   ur-
Holmes: brisk, quick of mind, donnish, but without Sherlock’s eccentricities.    Charles 
Edwards is appropriately self-effacing as Doyle.  The cases are good ones:    a young 
woman  haunted by a masked cyclist;  a  hideous murders connected to a  wartime 
incident, a serial killer who leaves unusual marks on his victims, and an Egyptian 
mummy that contains within a recently murdered Englishman.   The dark streets and 
shadows of Victorian-era Edingburgh are shown to good effect.   

Foyle’s War is a crime series spent in Britain during World War II.   DCS 
Christopher Foyle applies for military service but is told he is needed at home.  Events 
show his is needed indeed, as war brings ample opportunity for crime. Foyle contends 
with black-marketers, thieves, profiteers, spies. And, of course, murder. Foyle (Michael 
Kitchen) is quiet and reserved but has a knack for dropping a  probing question that 
ensnares his adversaries. An able supporting cast, uncompromising historical accuracy 
and compelling mysteries make this a must-see series for any mystery fan. 

Meanwhile, in our print collection, there are new stories to choose from.  In 
Elizabeth George’s Believing the Lie, Lord Bernard Fairclough, a wealthy industrialist, 
asks Det. Insp. Thomas Lynley to secretly delve into the accidental death of his gay 
nephew. The death has been ruled an accidental drowning, and nothing on the surface 
indicates otherwise. But when Lynley begins digging, he finds that the Fairclough clan is 
awash in secrets, lies, and motives.   
In The Confession by Charles Todd, a dying man walks into Scotland Yard and confesses 
that he killed his cousin five years ago during the Great War. When Inspector Ian 
Rutledge presses for details, the man evades his questions, revealing only that he hails 



from a village east of London. With little information and no body to open an official 
inquiry, Rutledge begins to look into the case on his own.  Two weeks later, the alleged 
killer’s body is found floating in the Thames. Rutledge discovers that the dead man was 
not who he claimed to be. What was his real name—and who put a bullet in his head?  

Finally, in Death in Pemberly, grand master P.D. James spins a restoration-era 
crime fatasy featuring  characters from Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice.  Elizabeth 
and Dracy’s married idyll is disturbed when sister Lydias’s disgraced husband is found 
murdered. Let the sleuthing begin! 

 
 


