
All Kinds of Fiction.. Here is a sampling of recent fiction at the Nichols Library 
that covers the bases for all kinds of readers: a reinvention of a classic, an ensemble piece 
with big themes, a romance, some family drama, a piece of speculative fiction and some 
work in translation.  
_________________________________________________

 
The Flight of Gemma Hardy by Margot Livesy “ is an inventive re-imagining” of 

Bronte’s Jane Eyre. Fate has not been kind to Gemma Hardy. Orphaned by the age of ten, 
neglected by a bitter and cruel aunt, sent to a boarding school where she is both servant 
and student, young Gemma seems destined for a life of hardship and loneliness. Yet her 
bright spirit burns strong. Fiercely intelligent, singularly determined, Gemma overcomes 
each challenge and setback, growing stronger and more certain of her path. Now an 
independent young woman with dreams of the future, she accepts a position as an au pair 
on the remote and beautiful Orkney Islands.  Shameful secrets, foreign travel and a quest 
fulfilled follow, before Gemma finally establishes a future on her own terms. “The feisty 
Gemma is a delightful character in her own right.” (Audrey Niffenegger).

How it all Began by Penelope Lively. In her latest title, the Booker Prize-winning 
author of Moon Tiger explores the far-reaching effect of happenstance, as individual 
circumstances shift, lives change, and the known is perceived in an altogether new light. 
The novel opens with the mugging of retired schoolteacher Charlotte Rainsford on a 
London street. Subsequently, a diverse cast of richly embroidered acquaintances and 
strangers find their lives irrevocably altered by this event, which many of them haven't 
even heard about. We see how the mugging affects Charlotte's daughter Rose, who works 
for a historian desperate to return to the limelight, and the spillover to his niece Marion, a 
cash-poor interior designer hunting for a business partner while carrying on an affair 
eventually revealed through a stray cell-phone call. “Lively delivers her story about these 
intertwined lives with faultless dexterity, sly humor, keen insight, and deft economy 
(Library Journal).” 

Romance fans should enjoy I’ve Got Your number by Sophie Kinsella. A plucky 
bride-to-be makes an unexpected connection after she appropriates a stranger's cell 
phone. The phone, it turns out, belonged to the short-lived assistant to Sam Roxton, 
an acerbic (but handsome) young executive in a powerful consulting firm. Given to 
one-word correspondence, with little patience for small talk and social niceties, Sam 
understandably wants the company property back. The two strike up an oddly intimate 
text correspondence, with Poppy taking a way too personal interest in Sam's life.   
Poppy's well-intentioned meddling causing multiple headaches. But when Sam gets 
embroiled in a corporate scandal, Poppy jumps in to help him in the only way she can.  

Fans of Drama with a capital D?  In  Grown Up Kind of Pretty by Joshlyn 
Jackson, the Slocumb women suffer from an unfortunate curse: every 15 years something 
bad happens. Ginny gave birth to Liza when she was 15. And Liza had Mosey when she 
was 15. Now it’s Mosey who’s 15, and she’s nervous. But the curse strikes in a different 
form. An uprooted tree unearths the bones of a baby.   This discovery sends Mosey, 
Ginny, and Big in search of answers about the baby and Mosey’s identity.   The House I 
Loved by Tatiana De Rosnay translates the family secret plot to Paris. The modernization 
Paris into the city of light threatens the estate of a widow.  In a series of letters to her 



departed husband, she pours out her grief and reveals secrets she kept from him in life. 
Finally,  Home Front by Kristen Hannah is a marriage on the brink plot with a twist, in 
which the wife deploys to Iraq while the husband stays home with the family.   

Futuristic fantasy? In When She Woke by Hillary Jordan, Hannah Payne awakens 
to a nightmare. She is lying on a table in a bare room, covered only by a paper gown, 
with cameras broadcasting her every move to millions at home. She is now a convicted 
criminal, and her skin color has been genetically altered. Her crime, according to the 
State of Texas: the murder of her unborn child, whose father she refuses to name. Her 
color: red. The color of newly shed blood. In seeking a path to safety, she is forced to 
question the values she once held true and the righteousness of a country that politicizes 
the personal. The current debates over contraception may give this dystopian novel some 
additional resonance. 

Enjoy Voices from abroad? In The World We Found by Thrity Umrigar, four 
women, inseparable as students in 1970s Bombay, seek to unite as adults .  In the course 
of their journey to reconnect, the four women must confront the truths of their lives and 
acknowledge long-held regrets, secrets, and desires. Says the Boston Globe,  “this ..    is 
a powerful meditation.”   Also of interest is Chef by Jaspereet Singh. Kirpal (Kip) Singh 
returns to the   military camp where, as a young man he had his coming of age and 
learned the art of cooking from the camp’s chef, Kishen, a fiery mentor who guides him 
toward the heady spheres of food and women. “Mesmeric and intensely lyrical, Chef is 
a compassionate debut  the devastatingly beautiful, war-scarred backdrop of occupied 
Kashmir.” 
 


