
 
Raymond Chander  and Dash Hammet set the tone for American crime fiction. 

Check out Chandler’s  The Big Sleep, a classic noir mystery with the key elements: a 
wise-guy ‘tec, a femme fatale, and a crime where there is more than meets the eye. Read 
Chandler’s orginal or see the classic film version featuring Bogart and Bacall. 

In The Drop by Michael Connelly, DNA from a 1989 rape and murder matches a 
29-year-old convicted rapist.  Certainly, the killer could not have been an eight-year-old 
at the time of the crime? While Harry Bosch ponders this conundrum, he is called to a 
crime scene involving the son of a City Councilman.  Bosch’s investigation reveals a 
killer who has been operating unknown in the city for three decades and a political 
conspiracy that goes back into the dark history of the police department. 

In Red Mist by Patricia Cornwell., Kay Scarpetta travels to the Georgia Prison for 
Women, where an inmate has information on a string of grisly killings, including that for 
her former partner. The murders seem unrelated, but Scarpetta discovers connections.  
What she thought ended with her partner’s death is only the beginning of something far 
more destructive: a terrifying terrain of conspiracy and potential terrorism on an 
international scale. 

Raylan by Elmore Leonard is his third novel starring straight-shooting, supercool 
U.S. marshal Raylan Givens. This fast-paced and darkly humorous story pits Givens, a 
former coal miner from Harlan County, Ky., against three very different female crooks—
a transplant nurse illegally harvesting organs, a viperous coal company vice president, 
and a coed, who may be robbing banks to support her habit.   “The author’s trademark 
witty dialogue and adeptness at developing quirky, memorable characters” is much in 
evidence. The strong regional atmosphere highlights the economic issues affecting 
Kentucky coal country. 
    The Innocent by Taylor Stevens is her “much-anticipated.” follow up to her 
successful first novel, The Informationist.  In it, Vanessa Michael Munroe travels to 
Buenos Aires in search of a 14-year-old girl, Hannah, who was kidnapped eight years 
earlier by her mother’s boyfriend and hidden among a religious cult known as the 
Chosen.   
 Triple Crossing by Sebastian Rotella, “is one of the most accomplished first 
novels I have ever read” (Michael Connelly). Valentine Pescatore, a rookie Border Patrol 
agent, is too independent for his own good. It lands him in trouble with his superiors, but 
gets him to infiltrate a ruthless Mexican crime family. Soon Pescatore is in the drug lord's 
crew, drawn into a world of smuggling, corruption, and murder.   
  In The Hunter by Lescroart,  P.I. Wyatt Hunt never had an interest in finding his 
birth family, until he gets a chilling text message from an unknown number: "How did ur 
mother die?” Urged on by curiosity and the mysterious texter, Hunt takes on a case he 
never knew existed, one that has lain unsolved for decades.   

In Taken by Robert Crais, police tell a wealthy industrialist that her missing son 
has faked his own kidnapping. Unconvinced, she hires Elvis Cole and Joe Pike, who  
soon determine that the crime was no fake. He and his  secret girlfriend are now lost in 
the gray and changing world of the professional border kidnappers. 

In Down the Darkest Road by  Tami Hoag 42-year-old Lauren Lawton, who 
arrives in Oak Knoll in 1990 with her 16-year-old daughter, Leah. Four years earlier, 
Lauren’s other daughter, Leslie, disappeared at age 16 in Santa Barbara.  The trauma of 



Leslie’s unknown fate and her father’s subsequent suicide left Lauren emotionally 
shattered and barely able to function. But Oak Knoll proves no refuge. Within months, 
she’s horrified to find the man she suspects  of the crime to be living there.   

In The Jaguar by T. Jefferson Parker,  a beautiful songwriter married is 
kidnapped by Benjamin Armenta, the ruthless leader of the powerful Gulf Cartel.  She is 
ordered to compose a unique narcocoriddo, a modern-day folk ballad that have records 
the exploits of  outlaws. Under threat of death, Armenta orders Erin to tell his life story-in 
music-and write "the greatest narcocorrido of all time." 
In Sleepwalker by Karen Robards, an off–duty cop surprises a burglar while house-sitting 
for her uncle. But that’s not her only surprise. The burglar uncovered photos that connect 
her uncle with an unsolved murder.  

Finally, we have a series beginning and a series ending. The Rope by Nevada Barr 
is a pre-quell to her Anna Pigeon series. Working as a seasonal employee at the Glen 
Canyon National Recreational Area, Pigeon goes for a hike—and disappears. She wakes 
up, trapped at the bottom of a dry natural well. You know she escapes, but it’s the “how” 
that counts.  Meanwhile, Vigilante by Stephen Cannell is his final Shane Scully novel.  
Scully and his Sumner Hitchens look into the murder of gang activist Lita Mendez.  
 


