
Nichols Library to Close for Computer Installation
 

The Nichols Library will be closed from April 30 through May 3rd while new 
hardware and system software is installed.  The Library will be adding a new network 
server, public workstations, and new library software.   The wifi service and online 
catalog will be offline during that process.  It is hoped the new computers will provide 
library patrons with the tools they need to make for an effective and enjoyable online 
experience.  

The three new public workstations will offer faster processing and more software 
options. Students will be glad to know that the library now offers Power Point along with 
Word and Excell.  The new network server will provide an improved interface for users 
of the library’s public workstations and wifi link.  

The new library Software, Atrium, will provide Nichols patrons with more search 
options to find the materials they want to read.  Readers will still be able to look up books 
online and place reserves.   The interface between cataloging and circulation functions 
is more seamless and the quick catalog function allows rapid processing of materials on 
demand. The offline circulation function allows checkouts to continue should server be 
disabled. Atrium is a product of Book Systems, a Huntsville, Ala firm that has been “an 
innovator in the library automation industry for nearly two decades.”   

Trustee Sarah Heath notes that the pc upgrades were badly needed.  In use since 
2006, the present units no longer had standard capabilities and were requiring more 
frequent service calls.  Meanwhile, the InfoCentre library software was no longer being 
supported by it parent company.  Info Centre, originally produced by Sagebrush, had 
been acquired by Follett, who froze further development on the product. As Follett was 
discontinuing support for InfoCentre, the trustees felt a more reliable software package 
was needed. Funding for the project was approved by voters at the 2012 Town Meeting
 The Nichols Library was given its first personal computer in 1991.  When the 
mergence of the internet made this unit obsolete, the library decided to purchase a new 
pc.  A technology committee led by Jon Pounds researched hardware and raised funds, 
including a grant from Meredith Village Savings Bank.  In 2000, the Trustees decided to 
convert the library’s catalog and circulation to a digital format.   The Meredith Rotary 
Club, Sidore Foundation and individual donors provided support. Volunteers began work 
on bar coding the books and the creation of a shelf list.  In the process, former Librarian 
Sandra Pickel noted that "we found we only had 10,985 books and not the 14,000 we 
were estimating.”  The new workstations were installed in April, 2001.  In 2006, the 
library added a dedicated server in response to the need from improved networking. New 
desktop workstations were added as well as the InfoCentre software, which allowed 
patrons to browse for books at home, renew their loans, and put holds on new titles.   . 

 
 

 
 


