
Beach Reads and Romance at the Nichols Library  [691 words.  For publication 7/6/11] 

 The fleeting summer season is upon us, which brings to mind two words: beach Reading.  Here is 

some light fare, sure to stir some suspense (not a lot) and tug at the heart (just a little). You read it 

before but you’ll love it  all over again. 

Spring Fever by Mary Kay Andrews serves up a tale about love, duplicity and second chances.   

Advertising executive Annajane Hudgens is both excited and nervous about her future. In five days, 

she'll be leaving her rural hometown in Passcoe, N.C., and traveling to Atlanta to start a new job and a 

promising life with her fiancé, bluegrass musician Shane Drummond. Annajane soon discovers that 

leaving Passcoe might not be as easy as she envisioned. As Annajane grapples with her emotions and the 

truth about her former marriage . ”Enriched with Southern charm,  the author creates an appealing 

story [and] delivers a satisfying read that will  taste as tangy, delicious and sweet as an ice-cold bottle of 

Quixie soda (Kirkus Reviews).” 

  Summer Breeze by Nancy   tells the   story of three women who forge a unique bond one sun-

drenched summer on New England’s Dragonfly Lake.  A frustrated mom who chose home over career, 

an aspiring artist and a woman who left work to care for her family are the core characters.  In store for 

them at the lake:  “romance, temptation, and self-discovery as the lives of these three women 

unexpecWallflower in Bloom by Claire Cook. tedly intertwine.”  

 Porch Lights by Dorthea Benton Frank.  

Wallflower in Bloom by Claire Cook.   Deirdre Griffin has played second fiddle her entire life to 

her siblings, none more so than brother Tag ( “Think Deepak Chopra meets Bono”).  With Deirdre 

working as Tag’s personal assistant and gatekeeper, her status doesn’t seem likely to change anytime 

soon, until, at an event in Austin,  the two have a heated exchange, and Deirdre impulsively quits.. Says 

Publishers Weekly, “Cook’s humor and narrative execution is impeccable.” 

Another Piece of My Heart by Jane Green. Marriage-minded Andi, at the age of 37, finally meets 

the man of her dreams. Ethan is divorced with two daughters, but Andi is thrilled to become part of 

Emily and Sophia's lives. Through her own immaturities and insecurities, Emily works hard to drive a 

wedge between her stepmother and father, causing resentments within the family.  “Deeper, more 

complicated, and more ambitious than her previous books (Library Journal), it will keep readers on edge 

as they wait to see how these tense family dynamics play out.” 

Where We Belong by By Emily Giffin (July). Mid-thirties Marian Caldwell has a happy relationship 

and a terrific career as a television producer in New York. Then the past literally comes knocking as 

Marian finds 18-year-old Kirby Rose on her doorstep. Marian’s perfectly constructed world—and her 

very identity—will be shaken to its core, resurrecting ghosts and memories of a passionate young love 

affair that threaten everything that has come to define her. 

The Next Best Thing by Jennifer Weiner (July).  Actors aren’t the only ones trying to make it in 

Hollywood  Ruth Saunders left her childhood home in Massachusetts and headed west with her seventy-



year-old grandma in tow, hoping to make it as a screenwriter. Six years later, she hits the jackpot when 

she gets The Call:  a  sitcom she wrote, The Next Best Thing, has gotten the green light.   But her dreams 

of Hollywood happiness are threatened by demanding actors, number-crunching executives, an 

unrequited crush on her boss, and her grandmother’s impending nuptials. 

Summerland by Erin Hilerbarnd (July).  Students of Nantucket High have gathered for a bonfire 

on the beach. But what begins as a  celebration ends in tragedy after a horrible car crash leaves the 

driver of the car, Penny Alistair, dead, and her twin brother in a coma.  As summer unfolds, startling 

truths are revealed about the survivors and their parents - secrets kept, promises broken, hearts 

betrayed  Hildenbrand, the queen of the summer vacation novel, moves closer to Jodi Picoult in this 

outing,  writing about ordinary, believable characters in difficult situations. Fans “will find themselves 

devouring this novel to discover what really happened that night on the beach.” 

Looking for more in this vein?  Try Barefoot Season by Susan Mallory (clash of rivals),  Porch 

Lights by Dorthea Benton Frank (a widows tale) and Beach Season by Lisa Jackson (all of the above).  

   


