
Fantasy Fiction from Flamel to Thrones 

Looking for escapist summer reading of the first degree? Forget the crime thrillers and beach 

reads. These multi-volume epics offer a whole world in which to become immersed.  Some, like 

Tolkien, create alternate worlds with their own histories and mythologies (one suspiciously like 

our own).  Others allow mythic figures to crossover into modern life.  All are rich in atmosphere 

and story.       

The Enchantress by Michael Scot t is the final chapter of the Secrets if the Immortal Nicholas 

Flamel.  For those unfamiliar with the series, fifteen year old twins Sophie and Josh Newman, 

find their summer jobs turn into an adventure when a mysterious Dr. attempts to steal a rare book 

from the store where Josh works.  The store’s owner, Nick Fleming, turns out to be an immortal, 

a French alchemist named Nicholas Flamel. He and his wife Perry (Perenelle) tell the twins that 

they have been named in a prophecy within the Codex, and that the fate of the world as they 

know it could depend on his success in getting their latent magic awakened  In the Enchantress, 

Flamel defends modern San Francisco from a motley host of mythological baddies, while in 

ancient Danu Talis, Josh and Sophie face an uprising of the city’s downtrodden "humani".   Scott 

tops off his deservedly popular series with a heaping shovelful of monster attacks, heroic last 

stands, earthquakes, and hearts laid bare.  Although multiple plotlines whirl by and the and cast -

-some who, thanks to time travel, return after having been killed off in previous episodes- is 

large, the action never lags or becomes unwieldy.  The pacing is crisp and  individual set pieces 

are fine mixtures of sudden action, heroic badinage and cliffhanger cutoffs.  Much rousing sturm 

und drang, though what's left after the dust settles is a heap of glittering but disparate.  Says 

Teen Reads, “fans of the series will be pleased with the conclusion to this mythological thrill 

ride.” 

Likewise, Rick Riordan's Kane Chronicles concludes with a smash in The Serpents Shadow.  

Carter and Sadie Kane once again try to save the world from the  giant Chaos snake Apophis and 

his rebel magician allies. They are aided by the ghost of an ancient psychotic magician. Their 

task:  find the shadow of Apophis, capture it and cast a spell that will send the evil out of their 

world. As in the previous volumes--The Red Pyramid (2010) and The Throne of Fire (2011)--the 

tale is told in the alternating and still-fresh voices of Sadie and Carter. Beyond the explosive 

action and fireworks, Riordan deftly develops the theme of the duality of the universe--order 

versus chaos, living a normal life versus risking the extraordinary, being protected by parents 

versus growing up and stepping out of their shadows. Kirkus Reviews rated the story “a rousing 

adventure with plenty of magic and food for thought. 

Also recommended for younger fantasy readers is Christopher Paolini’s Inheritance series.  

Beginning with Eragon (2002) and concluding with 2011’s Inheritance. Set in the fictional world 

of Alagaësia, the stories focus on the adventures of a teenage boy named Eragon and his dragon, 

Saphira, as they struggle to overthrow an evil king named Galbatorix. In the final volume, the 

solidly entertaining plot is fleshed out with defining moments for every major character and a 

sense of completion (temporary or permanent) for all involved.  “Paolini leaves readers with the 

satisfaction of a journey's end.”  
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Also worth seeking out is the Circle of Magic series by Tamora Pierece. A self-proclaimed 

"geek," she devoured fantasy and science fiction novels, and by the age of 12 was writing her 

own action-packed stories.  Unlike the books she was reading, her stories featured teenaged girl 

warriors.  Circle of Magic revolves around four young mages, each specializing in a different 

kind of magic, as they learn to control their extraordinary and strong powers and put them to use. 

Says the Times, Pierce creates “an ideal of feminine power that relies on brains, not beauty; of 

feminine attractiveness that relies on competence, not helplessness; and of feminine alliances 

that grow stronger, not weaker, in the face of conflicts."  

Brandon Sanderson’s Mistborn series turns the genre on its head by asking a simple question: 

What if the hero of prophecy fails? What kind of world results when the Dark Lord is in charge? 

The story is set in a mist-haunted, ash-ridden land dominated by Lord Ruler's 1,000-year reign.    

Vin, a street urchin, learns  with the same Mistborn powers of Allomancy   to infiltrate the Great 

Houses' society and challenge their rule.  “The fast-paced action scenes temper Vin's 

interminable intrigues, while the characters, though not profoundly drawn, have a raw 

stereotypic appeal (Publishers Weekly).”   

Last but not least, we have Song of Fire and Ice by George R. R. Martin (familiar to HBO 

viewers as Game of Thrones).  His saga tells three interwoven stories: the collapse of the King’s 

peace as rival families contend for control of Westeros; the threat of the supernatural Others, 

who dwell beyond an immense wall of ice on Westeros' northern border; and the rise of 

Daenerys Targaryen, mother of dragons, the exiled daughter of the murdered king of Westeros. 

Defying the conventions of the fantasy genre, Martin downplays magic in favor of battles and 

political intrigue.   Publishers Weekly praised the series for its "superbly developed characters, 

accomplished prose and sheer bloody-mindedness."  It might also be noted that the fighting is 

not always heroic and romances the stuff of troubadours. The HBO film Game of Thrones, also 

on hand at the library, accurately renders the story to the screen. The series stays true to Martin’s 

narrative line while filling in the picture with lush imagery and strongly realized performences, 

notably by Peter Dinklage as the dwarf Tyrion.    
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