
Mystery at the Mayhem at the Nichols Library 

 Here is the latest in crime fiction, the most popular genre at the Nichols Library.  

Whether you favor a complex puzzle with conflicting clues, the meticulous plotting of a police 

procedural, the tough guy posturing of a classic noir or the chill of suspense, these stories have 

something for you.     

Lullaby by Ace Atkins.  Robert B,. Parker is gone but the Spenser franchise lives on in 

this new tale authorized by the Parker estate.    Mattie Sullivan, a street-hardened 14-year-old, 

asks the intrepid Spenser solve a cold case—the stabbing murder, four years earlier, of her 

mother, Julie.   He accepts.  His fee? A box of doughnuts. Atkins, says Kirkus Reviews. “rises 

flawlessly to the occasion.’ 

Gone Girl  by Gillian Flynn. On the day of their wedding anniversary, Nick's wife Amy 

disappears. There are signs of struggle   and Nick quickly becomes the prime suspect.   Nick 

hasn't been completely honest with the police but he, maintains his innocence. The story “reads 

like Scenes from a Marriage remade by Alfred Hitchcock (Adam Ross).” 

Nightmare by Lars Kepler. On a summer night, police recover the body of a young 

woman from an abandoned pleasure boat drifting around the Stockholm archipelago. Her lungs 

are filled with brackish water, and the forensics team is sure that she drowned. Why, then, is the 

pleasure boat still afloat, and why are there no traces of water on her clothes or body? Author 

Kepler  “has a direct line to a very dark place in the human soul (Time). “  

Ely for Eddie by Jacqueline Winspear. In 1933 London, Maisie Dobbs is asked by old 

friends to look into the accidental death of their beloved neighbor, Eddie, a sweet, childlike man 

who had a knack with horses. Eddie had seemed troubled before his death, as if a great weight 

lay upon his mind. But who would kill a harmless man like Eddie and why?  The Richmond 

Times-Dispatch called EE “a work of great humanity and a stellar entry in a superb series.”  

Beastly Things by Donna Leon. When the body of man is found in a canal, damag1ed by 

the tides  and wearing only one shoe, Brunetti has little to work with.   Leon’s “trademark 

strengths shine in this swiftly paced, sophisticated tale of greed versus ethics (Seattle Times.” 

Night Watch by Linda Fairstein. The wealthy director of the World Economic Bureau has 

allegedly raped a maid in a Manhattan hotel (sound familiar?).  Then,  two murder victims are  

matchbooks from his new Manhattan restaurant in their pockets.  An open and shut  case? 

Prosecutor  Alex Cooper isn’t sure. “Fairstein's extensive prosecutorial experience adds 

authenticity to this thrilling procedural (Library Journal), 

In Stolen Prey Sanford.  Minnesota detectives are in pursuit of  a trio of Mexican 

gunslingers,  dubbed  Uno, Dos and Tres, with  ties to a money-laundering operation.  The 

Mexican government sends tow officers north as observers. In fact, they are pursuing a fortune in 



gold that's gotten stuck halfway through the money-laundering chute and cauterizing any leaks 

among the system's conspirators while they're at it. “If you haven’t read Sandford, you have been 

missing one of the great summer-read novelists of all time (Stephen King).”    

My Creole Belle by James Lee Burke.  Recovering from a gunshot wound, PI Dave 

Robicheaux   can’t be sure whether his latest visitor, Tree Jolie Melton, a child hood friend, is 

real or imagined.    What Dave doesn’t know is that she disappeared weeks ago. When he learns 

that her sister has turned up dead, he believes that putting the evils of the past to rest is more 

urgent than ever before.  Publishers Weekly called this  “another stunner from a modern master.” 

In Criminal by Karin Slaughter, the investigation of the abduction of a 19-year-old 

college student leads to unexpected revelations.   Afraid to Die by Lisa Jackson , a (literally) cold 

case leads to a confrontation with a detective’s past. In Back Fire by Catherine Coulter, a judge 

is shot and FBI agent FBI agents Lacey Sherlock fears she may be next  

Finally, with Potboiler, Jesse Kellerman offers up a witty thriller that balances the line 

between thrills and satire. When Arthur Pfefferkorn’s   oldest friend, bestselling thriller writer 

William de Vallée,   is lost at sea, Arthur finds his friend’s last manuscript and plagiarizes the 

story, and becomes a bestselling author. The price of Arthur’s, however, is series of betrayals 

and double crosses that could be lifted from a thriller.  Says Booklist, “Potboiler is very funny – 

and insightful.” 


