
Things that go Bump in the Night at the Nichols Library 

Looking for some Halloween-themed reading?   The Nichols Library has tales that can put a chill 

up the spine, but also offers something haunting  that will appeal to mystery readers, romantics, and the 

true-life story  crowd.  Not to mention some delightfully goth movies.  

 For thrills, there’s nothing like a haunted house story.   In Night Strangers by Chris Bohjalian, a 

couple, haunted by a past tragedy, moves to a country town for solace.  Beneath the town’s charming 

rural surface , however, lurks a conspiracy of evil.    In  Kim Edwards’ Lake of Dreams, a women discovers 

a family secret.  In Dean. Koontz’s  77 Shadow Street, a former mansion with a shadowy history becomes 

let for condos.     

 Or how about witches? In Discovery of Witches by Deborah Harkness, Diana Bishop, a young 

scholar and the descendant of witches, discovers a long-lost and enchanted alchemical manuscript deep 

in Oxford's Bodleian Library.   In this year’s Shadow of Night,  Diana and Matthew are taken back in time 

to Elizabethan London to locate a witch to tutor her in magic.  For later-day witchcraft with a literary 

pedigree, try John Updike’s The Witches of Eastwick.  If you like it, there is a sequel, The Widows of 

Eastwick.   This would also be a good occasion to pull out Washington  Irving’s original Legend of Sleepy 

Hallow. 

Readers seeking a story that touches on New England’s history with  witchcraft can try these 

tales. The Heretics Daughter,  is told from the point of view of  the daughter of one of the first women 

hanged as a witch in Salem, paints a vivid picture of Puritan New England life. The Gilly Slat Sisters by 

Tiffiny Baker and The Lace Reader by Buronia Barry also deal with descendants of people who dealt in 

occult matters.    Salem Falls by Jodi Picoult depicts a modern-day witch-hunt.  

 Seeking a murder mystery with a seasonal twist?.  In M. C.  Beaton’s  Death of a Witch, a . 

newcomer, who has  cast a bewitching spell over a Scottish village, is found murdered.   Agatha Raisin 

and the Witch , also by Beaton, has a similar plot.  And there is always The Halloween Party by Agatha 

Christie.  , Joyce—a hostile thirteen-year-old—boasts that she once witnessed a murder. When no one 

believes her, she storms off home. But within hours her body is found, still in the house, drowned in an 

apple-bobbing tub.  Hercule Poirt must get the “little grey cells” working to solve this holiday caper.  

 Or, how about some stories of hauntings in local legend?   Haunted New Hampshire by Thomas 

D’Agostino and  Haunted Ships of the North Atlantic by Robert Cahill have a tale or two to tell.  For true 

crime readers,  Perfect to a Fault by Janice Petrie tells the true story of a “ small murder” in Osippee 

New Hampshire.   

 For film buffs, Tim Burton’s Sleepy Hallow tops our list for haunted entertainments.  This spin on 

the Irving legend features Johnny Deep  as Ichobod Crane, who finds that a murder in an up-state village 

involves more than meets the eye.   Red Riding Hood with Claire Danes is another film that offers a new 

twist on an old legend.  Dream Hosue (Danlel Craig) is another modern day haunted-hosue tale. The 

Black Swan   and   Melancholia deal with persons in disturbed states.  Finally, for  tongue in cheek thrills, 

try the Adams Family, Ghostbuster s or the cult classic  Army of Darkness.  



  

      


