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            With the serious business of elections behind us and the holidays still a few weeks away, now is 

the time to sit back and reveal in a novel. Or, two.  Here are some of the latest offerings in fiction at the 

Nichols Library in Center Harbor. No genre pieces, please.  Just a good, engrossing novel.  The library has 

‘em, by authors well-known (Chris Bohjalian, Louise Erdrich, Joanne Harris, Tom Wolfe) and new (read 

on to find out).     

By the way, if you want to get the latest dish on new releases like these, sign up for our email 

newsletter.  We will periodically post new books, audio, DVD and eBook lists. Sign-up is easy. Go to our 

website, centerharborlibrary.org and scroll down the right sidebar and look for the Mailchimp icon. Click 

on that, enter your name and email address, and you will be ready to start getting our postings! 

In Sandcastle Girls by Girls Bohjalian, Elizabeth Endicott, a recent Mount Holyoke graduate, 

accompanies her Bostonian banker father on his philanthropic mission to aid Armenian refugees. She 

forms a bond with an Armenian engineer, who has lost his family to the atrocities. Inspired by his 

grandparents' background, “[Bohjalian] explores the suffering and atrocities of that time with 

astounding precision, compassion and grace (The Washington Post).”   

The Light Between the Oceans by newcomer M. L. Steadman has drawn a lot of interest from 

our readers. In it, Tom Shelbourne finds refuge from the horrors of WWI at a remote lighthouse, where 

he is joined by his wife Isabel.  Their solitude is broken when a boat washes ashore with a living child on 

board. They adopt the child –“a gift from God” – only to later be confronted by its birth mother.  

Publishers Weekly praises the “subtle yet profound maturation of Isabel and Tom as characters.” 

In The Round House by Barbara Erdrich,  a woman living on the Ojibwe reservation in North 

Dakota is assaulted. As she slips into an abyss of solitude and her husband bent  on justice, their son  is 

left alone to find answers for himself.  His quest takes him to the Round House, a sacred place of 

worship for the Ojibwe.  This story “showcases [Erdrich's] extraordinary ability to delineate the ties of 

love, resentment, and sympathy that bind families toget Vianne Rocher, who worked culinary magic on 

a French village in the best-seller Chocolat (1999), now finds herself helping her onetime nemesis. In the 

third novel in Harris’ series (following Blackberry Wine, 2000), an influx of foreigners has wrought 

change in Lansquenet. her (NY Times).” Meanwhile, in Peaches for Father Francis by Joanne Harris, 

Vianne Rocher, who worked culinary magic on a French village in the best-seller Chocolat (1999), returns 

to Lansquenet and finds herself helping her onetime nemesis, Father Francis.    

The Forgetting Tree is the second novel by Tajanna Soli (The Lotus Eaters). In her new story, 

Claire Nagy turns away from her literary education to marry Forster Baumsarg, the only son of 

prominent California citrus ranchers. She embraces the life of the ranch, a love will come to transcend 

love and family. Says the Book Page, Soli has created characters [that] readers will love and care about. 

She does so with deceptively simple grace.”  



             In the historical thriller Malice of Fortune, Michael Ennis,  Niccolò Machiavelli and Leonardo da 

Vinci come together to unmask an enigmatic serial killer. Set against “a teeming canvas of Borgia 

politics,” Leonardo applies a groundbreaking “science of observation” and   Machiavelli, his new 

“science of men” to solve a complicated crime.  Like  Umberto Eco's The Name of the Rose, “the 

inintrigue is rich and is inextricably entwined in its world. Amid these walls of power the reader no more 

loses sight of the danger of the game than of the need to solve the puzzle (Denver Post).” 

Finally, Tom Wolfe returns to form in Back to Blood, which he does for Miami what he did for 

80s NYC  in The Bonfire of Vanities.   Wolfe again uses his journalistic skills and flair for the cinematic 

moment to craft a tapestry of memorable scenes and characters. A the center of the malstrom are two 

young Cuban Americans determined to ascend above the modest homes and rigid mindsets of their 

“Little Havana” neighborhood. Says Booklist, ‘Wolfe works his sardonic mojo to mock demolish the art 

world, reality TV, tawdry fame, and journalism in the digital age.” 

  


