
  

 The library has plenty of great new titles in for the young adult reader in your house.  Let’s start 

this year’s Newbury winner, Dead End in Norvelt. Jack’s plans for vacation excitement are shot down 

when he is grounded by his parents.  But when his mom sends him out to help a feisty old neighbor with 

a most unusual chore, Jack is launched on a wild adventure. “Endlessly surprising, this [is a] dead-funny 

depiction of growing up in a slightly off-kilter place.”    

 Readers who enjoyed The Hunger Games might want to try the new Divergent series by 

Veronica Roth. In Divergent, Tris begins the initiation which will determine the future course of her life.  

As initiation transforms them all, Tris must determine who her friends really are—and where, exactly, a 

romance with a sometimes fascinating, sometimes exasperating boy fits into the life she's chosen. But 

Tris also has a secret, one that, if discovered, could mean death.  In the second story, Insurgent, “Tris’s 

world collapses into all-out civil war. It’s another spectacular cliffhanger. 

 Maggie Stiefvater (Shiver) has a new series out. In The Raven Boys,   Blue is a young girl from a 

psychic family who has no psychic ability of her own. However, her presence helps others "see" more 

clearly. She is approached by the Raven Boys, who rope her into helping them with a mission: to locate a 

ley line of energy, a line that could possibly connect them to the past and to the legendary "sleeping" 

Welsh king, Glendower. 

Two stories deal with problems of fitting in at school. In Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha 

Lai, ten-year old HÀ has only known Saigon: the thrills of its markets, the joy of its traditions, and the 

beauty of her very own papaya tree.  But when HÀ and her family are forced to flee as Saigon falls, she 

boards a ship bound for America and a new home in Alabama.  This story, told in short verse,  is 

“poignant and unexpectedly funny.”  Prairie Evers by Ellen Airgood, a girl who's been homeschooled by 

her granny  now she has to attend public school. She feels just like her chickens--cooped up and subject 

to the pecking order. A new friend makes things better, when she finds out that her friend’s  home may 

not be the best place for her, she must hatch a plan to help. 

Several new stories deal with the challenges of being a kid with a disability. In Out of my Mind by 

Sharon Draper, Melody is not like most people. She cannot walk or talk, but she can remember every 

detail of everything she has ever experienced. She is smarter than her classmates —the very same 

classmates who dismiss her as mentally challenged. In Wonder by R. J. Palacio August Pullman wants 

nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s 

extraordinary face.  This is “a refreshing new narrative full of heart and hope.” 

Finally, for readers who enjoy a good cliffhanger, there is Nevermore, the final chapter in James 

Patterson’s Maximum Ride series, The Mark of Athena, the next entry in Rick Riordon’s Heroes of 

Olympus series., and The Enchantress, the final story of Michael Scott’s Harry Potter spinoff, The Secrets 

of the Immortal Nicholas Flamel.  

Have little ones at home? Join us with your 2-4 year on Friday mornings at the Nichols Library in 

Center Harbor for songs and stories.   Every week, we will meet for a half-hour to read a story or two, 



sometimes sing a little song together.  The stories we choose will be brief and simple, just right for 

young attention spans.   Give your child a chance to enjoy a little tale, develop a taste for books and get 

to know the library. Our story leader Carole Benoit is a retired nurse.   We are also getting help from 

Laura Thorndike, who teaches pre-school in the Lakeland schools.    Story time begins at 10:30am.  And 

while you are here, take a look at our display of holiday story books.      


