
Nichols Library Celebrates Trustee Bess Hanson, Library Week 

 

 National Library week, which starts next Monday, is a time to step back and 

appreciate the value of our community libraries.  And what better way to do that in 

Center Harbor than to celebrate one of the Nichols Library’s best friends, Bess Hanson.   

 

Bess stepped down from the library board this year after having been a Trustee 

since 1988.   In the twenty-four years Bess served on the Board, the library went through 

many significant changes.  Long-needed repairs were attended to.   Hours were expanded.  

The library evolved from a rural reading room to a modern library.   The catalog and 

checkouts were automated.  Ebooks, online language lessons and genealogical resources 

were made available to patrons.  Copying and FAX services are now provided.  These 

things could not have been accomplished without a dedicated and forward-looking library 

board.   Bess Hanson was part of that.  

 

 The library was a big part, but not the only part, of Bess’s contributions to Center 

Harbor.  She was an active member of the Women’s Club.  She served as a ballot clerk 

and checklist supervisor. Her late husband, Lew Hanson, served the town as Selectman 

from 1970 to 2006.  Their son Charles just completed a six-year term.  Says Trustee 

Chair Helen Heiner, “Bess was always a presence in the community and was always 

ready to help out as needed.” All this in addition to being a housewife on a small farm 

that raised cattle and chickens and produced maple syrup.    

 

 The Nichols Library has been fortunate for people like Bess who have contributed 

so much to its well-being. We remember Mr. Nichols, of course, for giving the library 

building to the town.  But from its earliest days, the library has been a community effort.    

Even the first librarians were volunteers. Trustees, Association members, town officers 

and numerous others have given their time and talents for the care of the library.   Not to 

mention the many people who have donated books and funds, from Mr. Nichol’s friends 

at Irving Trust, who gave a complete Shakespeare collection, right up to the present.  

 

One thing they shared was a conviction that libraries had a value to the 

community which was well worth working for to maintain.  As noted in the centennial 

history of the Nichols Library, “New Englanders believed that reading “a key to self-

improvement, a source of uplift and as a check on vice, as well as an aid to prosperity and 

commerce.”  Though perhaps less moralistic than our forebears, that belief in libraries 

still maintains.  To this day, the mission of the library includes the goal of promoting “the 

communication of ideas” and the encouragement of “an enlightened and enriched 

citizenship.” 

 

Bess was still a member of the library board when the Nichols Library celebrated 

its centennial in 2010. It is hard to grasp from our perspective how amazing it was for 

Center Harbor to even have a library building in 1910, when Center Harbor in 1910 was a 

village of about 500 people.  Let alone one of the elegance of the Nichols Library.  Mr. 

Nichols spared no expense, as noted in such fine details as oak moldings, artistic 

fireplaces tiles, and the high vaulting ceiling over the stacks.  But that fine structure 



might have fallen into ill repair and dis-use without efforts of staff, trustees and 

volunteers who have seen to its upkeep and kept its services viable. People like Bess 

Hanson.     

 

So stop by and take out a book, read the paper or browse the web. And when you 

do, take a moment and give a thought to Bess and the many others who gave of 

themselves to make the Nichols Library what it is today.     

 

  


