
Oscar Comes to the Nichols Library 

 2013’s Oscar winners are on their way to the Nichols Library in Center Harbor.  Some have 

already arrived and more are on order.   Enjoy them all. Relish great performances, incisive direction, 

literate screenplays, and stunning effects.  You’ll laugh, you cry!   You may even wonder why the 

academy voted as they did.  So get the popcorn ready, you have a lot of movies to see. 

 Argo won this year’s award for Best Picture.  When militants seize control of the U.S. embassy in 

Tehran during the height of the Iranian Revolution, CIA agent Tony Mendez (Ben Affleck) creates a fake 

Hollywood film production in order to rescue a group of American diplomats who have sought refuge at 

the home of the Canadian ambassador.   While Affleck re-created this clandestine incident “with a 

master's touch and a winning dash of levity (All Movie Guide),” this taut little thriller does not cut deeper 

than the action.  Is that enough for the best picture?     

The academy made a split decision, giving the award for best direction to Ang Lee for Life of Pi. 

Shipwrecked, Pi finds himself in the lifeboat with an injured zebra, an orangutan, a spotted hyena and an 

enormous Bengal Tiger.  Soon, only Pi and the tiger are left to face the sea together.   Sound fantastical? 

Well, let’s just say there are layers and layers. In this “meditation on faith and perseverance,” Lee’s 

“poetic aesthetic” is much in evidence, particularly in his inventive use of 3D effects. 

The award for best foreign language film went to Amour, story of an aging couple in which one 

of the pair must as caregiver to their declining partner.  While brilliantly told and performed, Kathleen 

Fennessy notes that this is “a difficult film to enjoy in any conventional sense--the word appreciate 

might be more appropriate.” 

An honorable mentions in the film / director categories goes to Zero Dark Thirty, Kathryn 

Bigelow tersely directed story about intelligence agent Jessica Chastain, who dedicated a decade of her 

life to tracking down the world's most wanted terrorist.  The other nominees, which included Django 

Unchained, Les Miserables, Beasts of the Southern Wild, Lincoln, and Silver Linings Playbook, are all on 

order.  

Lincoln and Silver Lining Playbook won the awards for best actor and actress. In Lincoln, Daniel 

Day-Lewis portrayed  the president in his final months as he worked to re-unite the nation and secure 

civil rights for emancipated slaves. What could easily have been a dull or preachy civics lesson comes to 

life, in no small part due to Day-Lewis’ performance. "The hallmark of the man, performed so powerfully 

by Daniel Day-Lewis in Lincoln, is calm self-confidence, patience and a willingness to play politics in a 

realistic way (Roger Ebert)."  

In Silver Linings Playbook,  Jennifer Lawrence plays  Tiffany, a depressed widow who befriends 

Pat, a bipolar man just released from a  mental hospital.  Pat wants to get back together with his wife, 

but a restraining order keeps him from contacting her.  Tiffany offers to act as an intermediary  if Pat will 

partner her in a dance competition.  As Tiffany, Lawrence  “balances tough Philly attitude, grief, self-

destruction, and sexiness,  proving herself to be an actress capable of winning our hearts without 

dumbing down.  This is a rom com done not just right, but timelessly (All Movie Guide).” 



The supporting  player awards went to  Christopher Waltz (Django Unchained) and Anne 

Hathaway (Les Misérables ).  In Django,  Waltz  plays an Austrian bounty hunter who joins forces with an 

escaped slave (Jaime Foxx)to bring an outlaw gang to justice and then rescue Foxx’s wife from a brutal 

plantation owner.  Said one critic, Waltz’s performance is “so amazing that it towers over the whole 

movie."  In Les Misérables, Hathaway plays  Fantine, the struggling factory worker and mother, whose 

fate becomes intertwined with that of Valjean, the  story’s fugitive protagonist.   "Hathaway, said Rolling 

Stone, “ shatters every heart when she sings how 'life has killed the dream.' Her volcanic performance 

has Oscar written all over it.”  Honorable mentions for performances go out Denzel Washington (Flight), 

Joaquin Phoenix (The Master),  Naomi Watts (Impossible)   Quvenzhané Wallis (Beasts of the Southern 

Wild) and Helen Hunt (The Sessions).  

 Winners in other categories which will be appearing at the Nichols Library include Amour (Best 

foreign film), Brave (best animated feature), Anna Karenina (costumes),  and Skyfall (best song).  The 

Hobbit and Prometheus  (visual effects) went home without awards, as did The Gatekeepers, a nominee 

for best documentary.     

   

  

   


