
Stories of remarkable Women and the Nichols Library 

 The new book shelf at the Nichols Library in Center Harbor features memoirs and biographies of 

some remarkable women.   From pioneering career women to today’s CEO’s, these stories tall tales 

about hurdles overcome and accomplishments gained.  Not all of these women were overt feminists, 

but they didn’t have to be. The lives they lived are statements in themselves.   

  Lean in by Sheryl Sandberg. In 2010, Sheryl Sandberg gave an electrifying talk in which she 

described how women unintentionally hold themselves back in their careers.  Her new book, Lean In, 

elaborates on that talk. Sandberg is the chief operating officer of Facebook and is ranked on Fortune’s 

list of the 50 Most Powerful Women in Business and as one of Time’s 100 Most Influential People. Says 

Sandberg, “I have written this book to encourage women to dream big, forge a path through the 

obstacles, and achieve their full potential.”  USA Today called this “a lucidly written, well-argued take on 

women and work, replete with examples from the author’s life.”  

Margaret Fuller, A life by Megan Marshall.  Margaret Fuller pursued an independent career in 

journalism at a time when the ‘proper’ place for middle-class women was the parlor.  Rigorously 

educated by her father, she edited the transcendentalist journal The Dial (1840), held a salon for women 

in her home and was the first woman allowed to use the Harvard College Library.  In 1844, she joined 

the staff of the New York Tribune under Horace Greeley.   Her desire for passionate experience led to 

scandal when, in Italy as a foreign correspondent, she took a secret lover and gave birth to a son. 

Marshall (The Peabody Sisters) life has “the grain and emotional amplitude of a serious novel.”  Say the 

NY Times, this book “pushes Ms. Marshall into the front rank of American biographers.”  

 Bend not Break by Ping Fu.  Author Ping Fu knows what it’s like to be a political prisoner and 

tortured. But she also knows what it are like to be a pioneering software programmer and CEO.  

Imprisoned during Chinas infamous Cultural Revolution and later deported, Peng Fu arrived in the states 

without money or language skills. She worked menial jobs, eventually earned a degree in computer 

science, and joined the team that created MOSAIC. Publishers Weekly called this book an “outstanding 

testament to the resilience of the human spirit.” 

In My Beloved World, Sonia Sotomayor, the first Hispanic on the U.S. Supreme Court—tells the 

story of her life before becoming a judge in an “inspiring, surprisingly personal memoir.”    Sotomayor 

recounts her life from a Bronx housing project to the federal bench, a progress that is testament to her 

extraordinary determination and the power of believing in oneself.  The NY Times notes that while “the 

outlines of Justice Sotomayor’s life are well known by now, her intimate memoir nonetheless has the 

power to surprise and move the reader. This account of her life is revealing, keenly observed and deeply 

felt.” 

Out of Order by Sand Day O’Connor. Justice O’Connor, the first woman to sit on the United 

States Supreme Court, takes us on a personal survey of that Court’s storied history.  She reviews pivotal 

cases, offers glimpses into the Court’s inner workings, and paints vivid pictures of notable justices, from 

Oliver Wendell Homes to John Roberts.  Evan Thomas (Ike’s Bluff) called it “lively, informative, and often 

inspiring.” 



 Readers might also want to look back at these stories from 2012: Dearie (a life of Julia child), The 

Good Girl’s Revolt (about the pioneers who fought for equal pay at Newsweek), The Real Elizabeth (an 

authorized life of the Queen), and That Woman (Wallace Simpson, who  made a king give up a crown). 

In other non-fiction. Wondering about the real-life inspiration for Game of Thrones? Check out The War 

of the Roses by Alison Weir.   Curious where the newly-named Pope Frances fits in to the scheme of 

things?  Christianity, the First 3,000 Years will tell you all about the Bishop of Rome, and more.  Looking 

for some background on recent debates over gun control or social security cuts? Gun Fight by Adam 

Winkler and The People’s Pension by Eric Laursen may have the answers to your questions.  Finally, 

Going Clear by Lawrence Wright offers a look into the world of Scientology.   

  

  

 

 


