
   

Film screenplays evolved from directors notes to full-blown dramas.  They aren't plays, because 

the scope is greater.  They aren't novels,  because so much is conveyed visually.  But like both, the writer 

needs to establish dramatic tension, narrative flow, and character development.   This year’s winner for 

best original screenplay, Her by Spike Jonze,  is not out on DVD yet, but you can enjoy the other 

nominees while you are waiting.   

  Dallas Buyers Club   by Craig Borton and Mellisa Wallace was based on real-life AIDS patient 

Ron Woodroof, who smuggled unapproved pharmaceutical drugs into Texas to help aids patients in 

defiance of the FDA .  The writers did an excellent job of establishing the characters and the Woodruff’s 

dilemma, than ran with it, their protagonist’s agon to its inevitable end.  Despite the subject matter, an 

uplifting experience.      

 Nebraska by Bob Nelson is the story of a father-son cross-country trek to claim a million-dollar 

prize.  In this road story, its about the journey, not the goal, so character interactions are more 

important than narrative drive.  But because the journey itself is futile and the characters are going 

nowhere, “ the movie is like a Beckett play without the metaphysical unease.”  

  Blue jasmine by Woody Allen told about a Manhattan socialite who falls into poverty and 

homelessness. Allen’s screenplay borrowed  heavily from the Blanche Dubois character  (A Streetcar 

Named Desire).  Like Blanche, Jasmine’s sufferings are many. In the end, the film” feels like tragedy 

without catharsis—an interesting thing to pull off, but not particularly moving.”  

    American Hustle by Eric Warren Singer and David O. Russell   was a serio-comic spin on the 

FBI’s  Abscom probe,  in which two small-time cons pressured by the FBI to take part in a sting 

operation.  The narrative is tight but  there is really no “point of view’ character, except maybe the 

politician who gets caught in the crosshairs.  The themes (thieves falling out, the parallel between the 

con and the string) were good, but could have been more clearly stated.     

  

  

  

  

  


