
Current Events at the Nichols Library 

 While popular fiction will always be the most frequently used part of the Nichols Library’s  

collection, we try to maintain an interesting selection of books on topics that are current in the news. 

We do so because it’s part of mission.  But also, because these are good stories that open a window on 

our world.   We also subscribe to the Wall Street journal Weekly, The Atlantic and Harpers magazine for 

readers who prefer their reporting in smaller portions.  

  In “The Unwinding”, George Packer  chronicles the dramatic changes in American life since the 

1970s.   He does so through by following five  storylines: a Reagan Republican turned biodiesel 

entrepreneur; a   disappointed Joe Biden staffer; a female factory worker in Youngstown, Ohio; a 

libertarian venture capitalist; and, finally, the City of Tampa in Florida, which had problems before the 

foreclosure crisis and seems like hell on earth now.  Interspersed within the main narrative are short 

vignettes which highlight and color the narrative.   The story builds to an epic pace with its coverage of 

the housing collapse and the occupy movement.   “The Unwinding,” says the LA Times, “has many of the 

qualities of an epic novel.” It is  more intimate and textured—and certainly more ambitious—than most 

contemporary works of U.S. fiction dare to be.  Adss the NY Times, “this book hums — with sorrow, with 

outrage and with compassion for those who are caught in the gears of America’s increasingly 

complicated (and increasingly poorly calibrated) financial machinery. [Packer] has written something 

close to a nonfiction masterpiece.’ 

“Flash Boys” by Michael Lewis  explores how the rise of computerized stock exchanges has 

created a new potential for financial shenanigans. He probes the subterfuges of high frequency traders 

who, assisted by banks and brokerages happy to sell out customers, use blindingly fast data links to gain 

inside information on investors' trades and then exploit them on today's entirely digital stock markets. If 

this all sounds terribly technical, take heart—“Michael Lewis has a spellbinding talent for finding 

emotional dramas in complex, highly technical subjects (Financial Times).” 

Two work sanalyzing the trends detailed so thoroughly in Packer’s narrative are Heddreck 

Smith’s “Who Stole the American Dream and Thomas Piketty’s Captital in the Twenty-First Century. 

Smith, who spoke recently at the Moultonborough Library argues that the current state of affairs is not 

simply the result of "impersonal and irresistible market forces," but of quite deliberate corporate 

strategies and the public policies that enabled them. Smith  traces the history of the  strategies and 

policies that have led to the widening gap between the rich and the rest.   Kirkus Reviews found this a 

“remarkably comprehensive and coherent analysis of and prescriptions for America’s contemporary 

economic malaise.”   In “Capital,” Thomas Piketty argues that unimpeded  capitalism trends toward  

inequality in advanced economies.  This book has aroused much discussion in the media.    

For ‘informative, credible reporting from Central Asia”, Carlotta Gall ranks with journalists like 

Dexter Filkins and David Rohde who have written about Afghanistan with authority and context.”  Her 

new book, The Wrong Enemy, assesses the American military mission in Afghanistan.   Among other 

things, she has much to say about Gall is right to confront the uneasy truths involving Pakistan’s double-

dealing. The NY Times calls this “this important and long overdue book.”   Thomas Ricks has done a 



similar job on the American presence in Iraq; his latest, “The Gamble,”  covered the 2006  ‘surge’ 

campaign.   Finally, David Crist’s “The Twilight War’ details the hostility and mistrust that have 

characterized U.S.-Iranian relations since the 1979 Iranian revolution and hostage crisis.  The NY Times 

found his account “painstakingly researched and elegantly written.’  

 


