
  Fiction on the Dark Side at the Nichols Library 

 Here are some new selections featuring taut psychological drama, alternate realties and a whiff 

of suspense.  This is just the thing for readers who need some chills with their reading to beat the 

summer heat.    

In “The Hidden Child” by Camilla Läckberg, the discover of an old medallion leads to intrigue and 

danger.  Erica Falck visits a collector of Nazi memorabilia to ask about a medal she found among her 

mother's effects.  When the collector is found dead from a blow to the head, Erica and her husband, 

Patrik, a police investigator  are pulled deeply into the developing investigation, one which reveals 

secrets from Erica’s past and delves into Sweden’s complicated involvement with the Nazis.   “Fans of 

Nordic noir will appreciate this taut, twisty mystery enriched with historical detail (Kirkus Reviews).” 

 “The Book of Life” by Deborah Harkness is the final installment of Harkness’s All Souls Trilogy 

(“A Discovery of Witches”, “Shadow of Night”).  Witch historian Diana Bishop and her vampiric husband, 

Matthew Clairmont, are still seeking the missing pages of Ashmole 782, a mystical manuscript known as 

the Book of Life and the key to the origin of all supernatural beings. To succeed, Diana must master her 

skills as a weaver—one of the rarest witch powers. “The storytelling is lively and energetic, and Diana 

remains an appealing heroine (Publishers Weekly).”] 

In “My Real Children” by Jo Walton, we meet Patricia, almost 90 and in a nursing home, whose 

confused memories of two different pasts are taken as a symptom of senile dementia. Patricia isn’t so 

sure. In fact, she has been living two parallel lives, in two distinct worlds, both of which are apparently 

equally real.   While the premise of “My Real Children” is science fictional, its tone is that of literary 

realism. ‘Walton tells both stories in the same even, unfussy tone (Publishers Weekly).” 

In “Bone Dust White” by Karin Salvalaggio, seventeen-year-old Grace Adams goes into shock 

when she witnesses her mother's murder in remote northern Montana.  Eleven years earlier, her mom 

had fled the town. No one understands why she came back or what Grace remembers about the event. 

A local police investigator seeks to help Grace recover her memories which protecting her from 

malevolent foes. "This is a gripping tale from start to finish, and a first-rate debut (Book Page).” 

 “The Glass Sentence by S.E. Grove introduces readers to an alternate Earth. Following the 

“Great Disruption of 1799”  earth has been sliced up, seemingly at random, and reassembled with 

numerous present, prehistoric, and future “Ages”  connected.  When  Shadrack Elli, a famous cartologer 

who charts the new face of the world vanishes, his thirteen year-old nice Sophia embarks on the 

adventure of her lives to try to rescue him.   This is “thrilling, time-bending debut” is a great book. It 

combines fantasy, mystery, and a little horror in such a way as to make readers want to read the whole 

book in one sitting.”  

 Finally, in “Fever” by Megan Abbott, the seeming stability of a community is thrown into chaos 

when a teenage girl is struck by a terrifying, inexplicable seizure in class.  As other girls succumb, as if to 

a contagion,  hysteria grips the community and a series of tightly held secrets emerges, threatening to 

unravel friendships, families and the town's fragile idea of security.   


