
 

Man Booker Finalists at the Nichols Library 

Just in are tiles from the Man Booker ward shortlist for 2014. The award goes to outstanding 

works of fiction in the English language. Like Seinfeld, these stories aren’t about anything in particular 

They are less about plot and more about the mental landscapes, and all the cliff-hangers are 

interpersonal (it’s not easy to review books like this!). Meanwhile readers wanting to take part in our 

community read can pick up copies of “Live Free and Eat Pie” by Rebecca Rule at the Library. Also, the 

book discussion scheduled for Wednesday October 15th has been moved back to October 22nd.  

The eventual winner was  “The Narrow Road to the Deep North” by Richard Flannagan.  This 

story is a modern take on Odysseus's journey to war and his return home to his Penelope, only our 

Odysseus is Dorrigo, Evans, 77, a surgeon who, as a young man, had an illicit love affair before joining 

the army and finding himself captured by the Japanese, where he and his fellow prisoners labor to build 

railroad in the Asian jungles. The Observer called this a “novel of extraordinary power, deftly told and 

hugely affecting. A classic in the making.” 

The other finalists were….    

   “To Rise Again at a Decent Hour” by Joshua Ferris.  A bizarre case of identity theft forces a dentist 

to question his beliefs in this funny, thought-provoking return to form by Ferris (The Unnamed, 2010, 

etc.). In 2011, Paul O'Rourke has a thriving practice on Manhattan's Park Avenue and a throbbing sense 

that things could be a lot better.  Andd then, Paul discovers that someone is posting things in his name 

online. This case of identity theft pushes him over the edge. “With almost Pynchon-esque complexity, 

Ferris melds conspiracy and questions of faith in an entertaining way.”  

In “We Are All Completely Beside Ourselves” by Karen Joy Fowler, we meet the Cooke family. 

Rosemary’s adored older brother is a fugitive from the FBI. Her once lively mother is a shell of her 

former self, her clever father now distant and brooding.  And Fern, Rosemary’s beloved sister, her 

accomplice in all their childhood mischief?” This is a “…a novel so readably juicy and surreptitiously 

smart, it deserves all the attention it can get (NYT).”  

Not on the awards list but of also of interest is “The Children Act” by Ian McEwan, in which a 

judge must decide whether the teenage boy, a devout Jehovah's Witness, can be forced by the court to 

undergo the blood transfusion that is necessary to save his life.  “A Sudden Light” is the second novel 

by Garth Stein, whose “art of Racing in the Rai” was a surprise bestseller several years ago.  “A Sudden 

Light” is a “coming of age ghost story” in which a boy who tries to save his parents’ marriage  uncovers 

a legacy of family secrets.  “ 10:04” by Ben Lerner, a man with a fatal disease is asked by a friend to 

help conceive a child.  For period ambience, “The Fortune Hunter” by Daisy Goodwin “delightfully 

dissects a love triangle” created by an heiress, an empress and an “Adonis on horseback”.  In “The 

Miniaturist” by Jessie Burton, an innocent young wife must navigate the intrigues of her new household 

in 17th century Amsterdam, the opulent but dangerous Dutch capital.  “An Italian Wife” by Ann Hood 

follows an Italian-American family from turn-of-the-century Italy to 1950s American suburbia and the 



psychedelic 1970s.   Finally for readers seeking something with less of an edge to it, we have “Small 

Blessigns” by Martha Wooderuff, a whimsical tale about a small-town college professor, a remarkable 

new woman at the bookshop, and the ten-year old son he never knew he had. And in “The Mill River 

Redemption” by Darcie Chan, a pair of estranged sisters learn to work together.  

     


