
 
“In the Kingdom of Ice” by Hampton Sides.  The S.S. Jeannette polar expedition began in 
a rush of patriotism and journalistic ballyhoo.  It ended trapped in to ice a thousand 
miles from the nearest settlement. Hides account of what followed is a “masterful 
retelling (Publishers Weekly).”  Readers might also enjoy “Naturalists at Sea” by Glyn 
William, which recounts the early voyages of scientific discovery from Dampier to Darwin. 
 
“The Half has Never Been Told” by Edward Baptist explores the tangled relationship between  
slavery and the rise of American Capitalism. “ Baptist explains that the peculiar institution 
was not isolated in time and divorced from America’s later success, but rather part and 
parcel to the rise. “Political order and Political Decay” by Francis Fukuyama looks at the 
factors that allow democracies to flourish, explains why it fails to take root in some parts of the 
world, and shows the potentials for decay in places where it exits. 
    
"Off the Sidelines" by Kirsten Gillibrand details her personal journey in public service, with an 
eye to the particular challenges and opportunities for women. That makes it a companion to 
Sharon Salzberg's "Lean In” and Sonia Sotomoyor’s “My Beloved World.” 

“The Teacher Wars” by Dana Goldstein offers a insightful look at how public education and 
the teaching profession has evolved in the US and where we might be be headed.”  It 
got a  starred review in “Booklist.” “Command and Control” by Eric Schlosser investigates 
the near-accidents at nuclear weapons facilities.” The Second Amendment : a biography by 
Michael Waldman tells with ”wit and erudition” how the Amendment’s meaning was "turned 
upside-down and inside-out.”  

'“Killing Patton”  by Bill O'Reilly and Martin Dugard is a life of the controversial commander. It 
recycles rumors about his death first aired in Robert Wilcox’s “Target Patton.”  “Blood Feud” 
by Edward Klein speculates on the alleged rift between President Obama and former Sec. 
State Clinton.  “Diary of a Mad Diva” by Joan Rivers is a tongue in cheek diary of the late 
comedienne, with tongue firmly in cheek.

Finally, “Ready for a Brand New Beat" by Mark Kurlansky tells how "Dancing in the Street" 
became the anthem for a changing America, by the author of “Salt.”


