
A Year in Reading at the Nichols Library 

 Here is a list of interesting books from 2014, titles that readers might have missed on the first 

go-around  that might fill an open space before the next big bestseller arrives.    

 To start off, we have our Meredith Bank books of the month. Our fiction picks ranged from 

known authors Hilary Mantel, Peter Mathiesson, and “Ellen Gilchrist) and relative newcomers (Emma 

Straub’s “The Vacationers”).   The non-fiction selections ranged from history (“Doris Kerns Goodwin’s 

“Bully Pulpit”) to reportage (“Five Days at Memorial” by Sheri Fink) to memoirs (“Tibetan Peach Pie” by 

Tom Robbins).   All in all, twenty-four worthy selections—see our display for the complete list.  

 Among the award winners were  Richard Flannagan’s the Narrow road to the Deeo North”, 

which won the Man Booker Prize for its story about a troubled survivor of Japanese p.o.w. camps.  This 

year’s Nobel winner for fiction, Patrick Modiano, is represented in the library by “Suspended 

Sentences”, three crime stories set in Paris during the Nazi occupation.  

 There was no breakout novel this year to match last year’s “Gone Girl”; the closest thing to a 

surprise success with “The Promise”  by Ann Weisgarber, a story about two women’s love for one man, 

set against the background of a deadly hurricane, that “has shades of Willa Cather and Sinclair Lewis.’  

 2014 showed returns to form from popular writers that had not been heard from in awhile.  

Greg Iles broke a five-year silence with  “Natchez Burning”, a “deftly plotted” thriller about a murder 

that threatens to bring down a respected citizen.  Tawni O’Dell  “One of Us” is a psychological thriller in 

which an investigator finds that his current case is touching on his dormant family history.  Finally, 

Richard Merullo brings back Otto Ringling and Volva Rincpoche for another road adventure in “Lunch 

with Buddha.” 

The year also saw some strong second efforts from the previous year’s breakout writers.  Wiley 

Cash, who is emerging as a strong southern voice in the style of Harper Lee, followed last years  “A Land 

more Kind Than Home” with “This Dark Road to Mercy,” which the NY Times called a ”crime novel that's 

also a road movie and a baseball tale.”  And Garth Stein (“art of racing in the rain”) is back with “a 

Sudden Light.”  

Several authors completed trilogies in 2014.  There was Ken Follet’s century trilogy, which  

ended with “Edge of Eternity”. Brandon Sanderson’s  “Words of Radiance” (a thumbs up from Glenn) 

completed his Storm Light Archive series.  Deborah Harkness wrapped her All Souls series with “ A 

Discovery of Light.”  Late –arriving readers can safely start one of these knowing they will not need to 

wait for a conclusion!  

Another interesting trend was first fiction written by successful memoirists. Elizabeth Gilbert 

(“Eat, Pray, Love”) came out  with “The Signature of All Things” which combines her familiar themes of 

romance and spiritual inquiry.  Ishamel Beah, the one-time child solder of  “A Long Way Gone” came out 

with “Radiance of Tomorrow”, a story of war-torn Africa.   And Elisabeth de Waal, whose story about 



Nazi loot, “The Hare with Amber Eyes”, was a book group favorite in 2013, wrote “Exile’s Return”, a tale 

set in post-war Vienna.  

Moving to non-fiction, Kai Bird’s “The Good Spy” is an impressive story of a CIA agent who 

opened a back-channel to the Arab world.  Walter Isaacon’s “The Innovators”  is a stirring tour de force 

on the people who created the digital revolution.  “Five Days at Memorial” is a powerful work of 

reportage which looks at the life and death decisions made in a flooded hospital  

  Finally, the throw-back fiction award of the year goes to “Cuba Libre” by Elmore Leonard.   In the 

rare historical, set in the Spanish-American war or Rough Rider fame, he combined elements from crime 

(a ransom heist) and westerns (train robbery, shootouts) to create on original and, for Leonard, 

surprisingly upbeat yarn. Hollywood, take note: this should be a movie.   


