
Ringing in the New at the Nichols Library 

The new year has only just begun, but already 2015 books are on their way to the Nichols Library in 

Center Harbor.  Here is a rundown of the early releases and some late 2014 arrivals.    

“The Book of the Strange New Things”  by Michael  Faber  (“The Crimson Petal”)  is a  “genre-defying  

novel of faith and redemption.”  A missionary seeks converts on a new planet, known as Oasis while on 

Earth, his wife sends grim reports of a series of calamities which might to signal a coming apocalypse.  “I 

can’t remember being so continually and unfailingly surprised by any book for a long time (Philip 

Pullamn).”  

In “The Return of George Washington”  Edward Larson tells how a crisis of governance pulled 

Washington   back into public life.  Concerned that the weak Articles of Confederation could not  keep 

the country together,  Washington lent his reputation and leadership ability to the creation of our 

present constitution and eventually served as our nation’s first president.  “Larson pulls back the curtain 

to show us the messier realities” of our country’s second founding.   

“Boston Girl” by Aniria Diamnt is a “gripping story’ of a young Jewish woman growing up in early-20th-

century Boston.   Addie Baum, the daughter of Russian immigrants, flouts her family’s expectations by 

attending high school and joining a reading club at the local settlement house. It's there she forms 

lifetime friendships develops aspirations the take her from a secretarial job to a newspaper.   This is an 

“enjoyable “ story with “a detailed historical backdrop. ”   

“Saint Odd” by Dean Koontz is the highly anticipated finale of his Odd Thomas series.  The previews are 

not letting out much in the way of plot details, but assure us that Koontz is on his game. The “nice young 

fry cook with the occult powers”  is “one of the most remarkable and appealing characters in current 

fiction” (The Virginian-Pilot).    

In “Moriarty” by Anthony Horowitz (“Foyles War”),  Clarence Devereux has devised a   lucrative scheme 

to manipulate stock prices by sending false information over Western Union wires.  A Pinkerton agent 

arrives in London on Devereaux’s trail.   Holmes, who was last seen at  Reichenbach Falls, is not there to 

assist, but help comes in the form of a very Holmesoian DI.  All in all, a “stunning riff” on the Holmes-

Moriarty clash.  

“Snow and Steel” by Peter Caddick-Adams  recounts the 40-day Battle of the Bulge. At the end of 1944, 

the German high command pulled together  a massive counter-offensive aimed at waylaying the 

invasion of Germany.  Although the attack had little hope for success,  it fell with frightening intensity 

upon the American units. This was the bloodiest battle fought by U.S. forces in World War II, and indeed 

the largest land battle fought in American history.      

Readers of historicals might want to try these two tales from the middle ages. “The Empty Throne” by 

Bernard Cornwell  is set in tenth century England. It is a tense  time for the Saxon lords who are striving 

to fulfill Alfred's dream of a united England. Their aspirations are threatened by fierce attacks of Viking 

raiders and internal strife about who will succeed the dying Æthelred.  In “Saint Brigids Bones’  by Phillip  



Freeman, the saint’s relics have been stolen from  her monastery’s chapel.   Sister Deirdre, who is both a 

nun and a bard raised by her Druid grandmother,   is tasked with finding them.  Authentic atmosphere 

lifts this first novel.  

Finally, here are the new year’s first offerings in crime and suspense.  In “Cold Cold Heart” by Tami Hoag, 

a reporter suffering  from the aftereffects of a traumatic kidnapping decides to look into the mysterious  

disappearance of her best friend from  high school.  In “Die Again” by Tess Gerritsen, the murder of a 

respected  game hunter is believed to be connected to a murderous safari from which only one member 

survived (note to the squeamish—this is no cozy).  Finally, in “Trust Know One” by Jayne Anne Krentz, a 

woman discovers her murdered boss's body, making her the object of attention to attention of the 

police, her neighbor (a most eligible ex-Marine) and a stalker.     


