
Tips for getting started on your research 
 

Collect Family Information  

Before you start searching ALE and HQ, write down the 

names of people on your immediate family tree. Talk 

with your relatives. Find out if someone already started 

a family tree. Gather as much information as possible 

from people before starting your digital research. Set 

up a family tree on paper to aid with your research.  

Begin the digital search with known information  

Always start your digital search with the people you 

can verify. This typically means starting your search 

with individuals living in the early part of the 1900s and 

included in the 1900-1940 census records.  

Starting with yourself or relatives who were not yet 

born in 1940 can be problematic. States have different 

laws pertaining to making vital records (births, marriag-

es, and deaths) public. Some states restrict the availa-

bility of vital records for as much as 100 years.  

Narrow your search results to manageable numbers.  

Instead of  just searching by name, which can result in 

thousands of potential matches, try adding a  birth 

date*, a spouse’s name or known location.   

*Note: you don’t need exact dates. Even approximate 

dates can get results.   

More Research tips 

Get creative in your search  

If your ancestors had names that could be easily mis-

spelled, it is likely that you will need to perform multiple 

searches before finding a match. If you know where your 

ancestors were living, try browsing census records by 

location or searching for known neighbors to find them. 

Names corrected in Ancestry.com will also be corrected 

in this version of the database.  

Cross—check census records 

Each decade of census records can be a new treasure of 

details! Do not assume that you have discovered every-

thing about an ancestor because you located this person 

in a single census year. Some records contain conflicting 

information about the person and some records asked for 

different data altogether.  

Use Family Tree data wisely  

Be cautiously optimistic about family trees. Continue to 

do your own research and use the hints from another 

user to verify your own research.  
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How to use 

Ancestry Library Edition  

and HeritageQuest Online 

to trace your family history 

 



What’s  in AncestryLE?     

Census records for the U.S. 

(1790-1940), the U.K. (1841

-1911) and Canada (1851-

1921).   

 

US Vital records.  State and city reocrds of births, deaths, 

and marriages,  including the Social Security Death Index.  

 

The Drouin Collection (Canada, 1621-1967), a file of 

nearly 30 million baptism, marriage, and burial records. 

 

U.K. vital records contain  births and baptisms (1834-

1906), marriage licenses (1521-1869), deaths and burials 

(1834-1934), and Poor Law records (1840-1938) from 

London.  

Public Member Family 

Trees.  Search and view 

existing family trees creat-

ed by family members 

who use the commercial 

version of Ancestry.com.  

 

Military collections deliver over 150 million records con-

taining information often not found elsewhere and in-

cludes records from the colonial to the Vietnam era. 

 

International collections include records from Germany, 

China and Japan,  and Jewish family history records from 

Eastern Europe and Russia.  Immigration data includes 

What’s in  HeritageQuest?   

Federal Censuses records  from 1790 through 1940, 

with complete name indexes for all years. 

 

City directories  with 

more than 40,000     

family histories, local 

histories, city directo-

ries, and other books. 

 

U.S. Serial Set records  containing memorials, peti-

tions, private relief actions back to 1789, with a total 

of more than 480,000 pages of information. 

 

Revolutionary 

War pensions.  

These records can 

help to  identify 

more than 80,000 

American soldiers. 

 

Freedman’s Bank Records, one of the most im-

portant resources for African-American genealogical 

research, contains over 480,000 names of bank           

applicants, dependents, and heirs from 1865–1874. 

 

The Periodical Source Index (PERSI) Archive (1800-

2009), it contains more than 2.3 million records cov-

ering both English and French periodicals published 

around the world since 1800. 

Creating your family History 

 

The Nichols Library in Center Harbor provides patrons 

with two powerful digital tools for tracing family           

history and starting to build your  own family tree. 

 

Ancestry Library Edition, the largest database of 

genealogical records, collects data from the United 

States, Canada, Great Britain and other countries.  

Records  include census data, vitals, and church, court, 

and immigration records.  

 

HeritageQuest Online is a comprehensive            

collection of American genealogical resources which 

you can access online. It’s collection includes U.S.        

census data, local and family histories, city directories, 

veterans records, serials, and bank records. Features 

include convenient research guides, interactive census 

maps, and more.  

 

How to access ALE and HQ 

Patrons can access Ancestry Library Edition from  any 

of our three desktop workstations.   Click on the ALE 

desktop icon to access the database and begin          

searching. (ALE is not available for home use).    

Patrons can search HeritageQuest Online from their 

home computers and mobile devices with this logon: 

 user name 0THHCTHBXR (0=zero)                                    

 password welcome    

 


