
Hazy Days and Side Bays 

 

Prefer to explore side channels and bays rather than sail up the broads?  Well, here are some summer 

reads by less well-known authors that promise to enjoy.  Even bestseller fans might want to take a look.  

Also in this roundup:  real life stories, local history, and recent audio CDs and DVDs.  

 

Real Life Reads 

Our current real-life read is Five Days at Memorial by Sheri Fink.   Care providers at a flooded hospital 

make life and death decisions and face the legal consequences.   Highly recommended even if you don’t 

want to join in the discussion (although we hope you do).   The Great Nadar by Adam Begley.   The life of 

a 19th-century Andy Warhol, who pioneered portrait photographer, took the first aerial photograph, 

and knew everybody in the arts.  Hunger by Roxane Gay. A memoir on food and self-image 

 

Crime Stories (new and unheralded) 

The Force by Don Winslow. When Feds put the squeeze on a crooked cop, he has a painful choice:  give 

up his partners or take the heat.  This is “one of the most exciting, suspenseful, Machiavellian books this 

year. “  The Dry by Jane Harper.  A stunning debut in an apparent murder-suicide in a small outback may 

involve more than it appears.    Little Deaths by Emma Flint. Based on a 1965 case about a single mother 

who becomes the prime suspect for her children’s abduction, Flint creates a “feverish, summer-sticky” 

suspense while weaving a “nuanced historical portrait” of the mother’s world lower-class world. 

 

Psychological thrillers (the next Gillian Flynn?)  

The Breakdown by B.A. Paris (Behind Closed Doors) is a “first-rate psychological thriller” (Publishers 

Weekly) about a schoolteacher who witnesses a murder.   Fans of Paula Hawkins and Gillian Flynn will 

want to read this.   The Lying Game by Ruth Ware. Four boarding school friends unite as a   17-year pact 

of silence is about to be broken.   The Life She was Given by Ellen Marie Wiseman.  A young girl escapes 

her depression-era home, which has become a prison, when her parents give her to a traveling circus.   

The Wildling Sisters by Eve Chase, Jessie Tucker hopes a move to the countryside will help her teenage 

stepdaughter find her footing, but, haunted by memories of her late mother, the move raises more 

ghosts. 

 

Watson mysteries 

Coming soon are four Doctor Watson mysteries by Robert Ryan in WWI.  The First story, Dead Man’s 

Land, finds Holmes’s former associate with a field hospital and learning that all the killing isn’t being 

done by the enemy.  A twisty plot, strong characters and a keen sense of pale mark this “stunning 

thriller” Daily mail and “a page-turning read” (Daily Mail). 

 

Bestsellers (you know these guys) 

The Duchess by Danielle Steel   The Magpie by Anthony Horowitz      Point of Contact, Tom Clancy, LTD. 

Little White Lies by Robert B parker LTD,   

 

Local History  



Stories in the History of New Hampshire's Lakes Region and Pemigewaset Valley By Dan Heyduk.  A fine 

collection of regional lore.  Vagabond Quakers Northern Colonies by Olga Morrill.  A loving history of this 

sometimes troublesome sect’s adventures in new England.   Colorful Journey by Sue Anne Bottomly. 

Paintings of local landmark from every town in New Hampshire.    

 

Listen (Books in CD) 

The Late Show by Michael Connelley, Paradise Valley by C. J. Box, Before We Sleep by Jeffrey Lent, 

Murder Games by James Patterson  

 

Watch (DVDs) 

The Lost City of Z, a real-life Indy Jones story.   The Salesman.  Oscar-winning story about a family 

struggling to cope after the wife is assaulted.   Grey Lady.  A police officer attempts to get to the bottom 

of his partner’s murder.    The Autopsy of Jane Doe.  The late-night morgue receives the body that is 

remarkably well preserved and showing no visible signs of trauma.    Money.  A heist goes wrong when 

an uninvited houseguest gets involved.    Aftermath. A grieving husband (Arnold Schwarzenegger) 

confronts the air-traffic controller whose error caused his family’s death.     Midsomer  Murders,   Series 

19, part 1.    Inspector Barnaby is faced with four  baffling mysteries. 


