
Traveling Classics at the Nichols Library 

 

 Did you know the Nichols Library is a member of a DVD coop that shares classic movies?  

The Scrooge and Marley Coop, composed of Lakes Region libraries, has built a collection of 300 

plus DVDs that it shares among members.   Each set of 35 DVDs contains a mix that includes 

award winning pictures, foreign films, indie features and classics.  Sets rotate among member 

libraries every two months. The current set at the Nichols Library, here through the end of 

April, contains some must-see features.   Oh, and why Scrooge and Marely?  It’s stands for 

Service Centers Regionally Organized to Overcome Growing Expenses and Make Available 

Revenues for Libraries to enlarge their Yield.” Ok, on to the movies.  

 

 At the top of the list is “Chinatown,” a neo-noir mystery film with a hint of post-

Watergate cynicism. The film swept the Oscars in 1974, winning best picture, director (Roman 

Polansky), actor (a brilliant Jack Nicholson) and actress (Faye Dunaway at her most vulnerable).   

Private investigator Jake Gittes is hired by a woman calling herself Evelyn Mulwray to surveil 

her husband. When Mr. Mulwray turns up dead and the real Evelyn Mulwray appears, Gittes 

finds himself in a much more complicated case.   Don’t miss a chance to see this classic. 

 “The Counterfeiters” is a film version of Operation Bernhard, a Nazi plan to destabilize 

Great Britain’s economy by flooding the market with forged currency. At the center of the plot 

is a Jewish counterfeiter, Salomon 'Sally' Sorowitsch, a prisoner at the Sachsenhausen 

concentration camp, who is coerced into forging British pound notes.  This intense drama took 

the academy award for best foreign film in 2008, as well as numerous European honors.  

In “Sky Captain and the World of Tomorrow,” reporter Polly Perkins (Gwyneth Paltrow) 

and pilot Joe Sullivan (Jude Law) confront the dread Dr. Totenkopf, whose sinister plan to 

remake the world must be stopped. The combination of a tricky plot, stunning visuals and sly 

humor makes for good viewing.  It won the 2005 Spacey Award for Best Science Fiction/Fantasy 

Film and Roger Ebert praised it for "its heedless energy and joy.”  

“The Adventures of Baron Munchausen” (1988) is a British fantasy adventure directed 

by Terry Gilliam (Monty Python).  In a city under siege by a large Turkish army, an old man 

appears claiming to be the Baron Munchausen of legend, a hero who had once defeated the 

Turks, aided by his friends, the fleet-footed Berthold, the sharpshooter Adolphus, and the 

strongman Albrecht.  To rescue the city, the Baron departs on a series of adventures to find his 

old friends.  The film is a visual feast (it was nominated for numerous production awards) and 

keeps you guessing as to what is fable and what is not. 

“ Howards End” (1992) is a British romantic drama film based upon E. M. Foster’s novel 

about class relations and social mores, as told through the intertwined fates of three families, 

the wealthy Wilcoxes,  the genteel Schlegel sisters, and the struggling Basts, who come 



together over the inheritance of the titular estate.  The film is classic Merchant ivory material, 

with a sharp eye to character, period detail and social nuances  

Two documentaries of note are in this set.  The “Art of Killing” (2013) is about members 

of the death squads that suppressed the Indonesian revolution of 1965.  Now in old age, the 

film explores their mind set and the lingering effects of their actions. “Jesus Camp” is a 2006 

film about a summer camp, where children are taught how to "take back America for Christ". 

Critics found the film “impressive in its even-handed presentation", and "a revealing, 

unabashed look tomorrow's army of God." 

Meanwhile, the library just received its latest shipment of Oscar winning films on DVD.  

“The Danish Girl” (nominations for best film and acting) is a biographical film about the painter 

Lili Elbe, one of the first known recipients of sex change surgery. “Amy” (best documentary) 

recounts the life of troubled singer-songwriter Amy Winehouse.  

   


